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EKrnors «6 Tne vasry Recster.—tin tempts even tending to ifs ‘vio- 


page 13, the word price is made use 
of, instead of the word gdece, three 
times: at the bottom of page 14, the 
words “ reading these petitions,” 


lation. Therefore, it is not‘only 
our duty to be Christians, but it 
is our duty to hold in abhor- 


are made use of instead of the/Tence Turks and Jews; ‘for 


words, seading these petitions. 


these openly declare the founder 





A SERMON, 


To 


THE GOOD METHODISTS: 


On their conduct with regard to} 
their Priests; and also on 
their conduct with regard to 


their King and Country. 


Lordox, January 10,482). 


BRETHREN, 


We are not all Methodists ; 


of our religion to have been an 
impostor, and the followers of 
it to be deluded or Weprenne 
wretches. 

Nevertheless,’ there “arises; 
amongst ourselves; a point of 
‘two somewhat difficnlt to ‘set’ 
tie. For, though we all eall 
me Christians, thete:is ‘a 
great diversity in our several 
‘creeds, or beliefs. ‘There is “an 
immeasurable distance between 
|the Roman Catholic “and “the 
Quaker ; and a distance: almost 





but,:in this country, we ought) as ereat, between the Quaker 
all to be Christians; becatse,}and the Unitarian. If) ‘théere- 
that which the judges declare] fore, we were to take the ex- 


feom the bench to be law, is 
law; and because the judges 
do declare from the beach, that 
Christéanity is “ part and par- 
« eel of the law of this land.” 


tremes; namely, the Roman 
Catholic and the Unitarian, we 
should find it very difficult to as- 
sign reasons for believing, that 
both of them are Christians. It 


It is our duty to obey the law of|is not amiss to observe, that that 


the land ; to act according to it 


to adhere to it, and to uphold it 


ijlaw of the land, of whith’. oo., 


Christianity is part and parcel, 





and defend it against all at- 





was founded at a time’ when. 
D 
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there ‘was no religion acknow- 
ledged in this country, except 
that-of the Roman Catholic, and, 
it js pretty certain, that, if an 
Unitarian had arisen in those 
days, he would not have been 
recognized as a Christian; and 
that, if he had dared to proclaim 
his doctrines, he would have 
been severely punished as a vio- 
lator of the law. A question 
might, therefore, be raised, as to 
when and how the law has been 
so altered as to make that be 
Christianity now, which was not 
Christianity in former times. 

This question I leave, how- 
ever, to engage the minds of 
persons learned in the law ; and 
have merely pointed it out in 
order to induce you to cast your 
eyes back a little, that you may 
have in your minds a recollee- 
tion of the basis on which the 
law now stands with regard to 
religious belief. 

Further, in the way of pre- 
face, let me observe to you, that 
Christianity, that is to say, a be- 
lief in the Christian doctrines, 
was introduced into England by 
Roman Catholics; that, in time, 
the Roman Catholic priesthood 
became possessed (no matter 
how) of tythes, houses, lands, 
manors, and other possessions ; 
that, in the reign of King Henry 
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the Eighth, a great pam of these 
were taken from the priesthood ; 
that, at a subsequent period, the 
Roman Catholic religion was it- 
self overturned, and the Pro- 
testant Church of England re- 
ligion established in it’s stead ; 
and that, all the tythes, honses, 
lands, and other possessions, 
which had not been taken from 
the Roman Catholic priesthood, 
were now bestowed upon the 
Church of England priesthood. 
These latter, then, beeame the 
teachers of the Christian reli- 
gion in England and Ireland, 
and partly in Scotland. These 
became the settled legal teach- 
ers of religion ; and such they 
remain unto this day. . 

But, there have been great 
numbers of persons who did not 
think that these legal teachers 
taught the true religion; or, 
at least, who disapproved of 
some part, of the mode, or 
the substance, of their teaching. 
These persons dissented from 
the doctrines or the manner of 
teaching of the legal teachers ; 
and, therefore, they were called 
Dissenters. These Dissenters, 


again dissented from one an- 
other; and hence has arisen a 


multitude of different sects, or 





sorts, of Christians, amounting 
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in the whole, ‘I believe, to be- 
tween forty and fifty. 
Amongst all these sorts, or 
sects, you, the Methodists, are 
become by far the most nume- 
rous. Let me stop here, how- 
ever, to caution you against be- 
lieving that numbers in the pro- 
selytes is to be regarded as a 
proof of those proselytes being 
in the right; because, you should 
recollect, that the Roman Ca- 
tholics in the world are much 
more numerous than the Pro- 


testants, and that the Jews, 


Turks, and other infidels, are in- 
finitely more numerous than Ca- 
tholics and Protestants put to- 
gether. However, you form a 
very numerous sect both in Eng- 
land and in North America. You 
‘are become of considerable im- 
portance as a religious body ; 
and ‘you cannot be here, you 
cannot live in the country, with- 
out being of great political im- 
portance. It is in this light, and 
this light only, that you can pos- 
sibly be an object of contemp- 
lation with me ; because I should 
deem it presumptuous in the ex- 
treme for me to meddle either 
with your doctrines or your dis- 
eipline. It is said (with what 
truth I know not) that you count 
upon a million of persons, in this 
kingdom, as belonging to your 
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body. If’a*third part of those 
persons be grown tp men and 
worhen, you must necessarily be 
a body worthy of the attention 
of every one who occupies his 
mind upon matters connected 
with the happiness and pros- 
perity of the country. * Every 
such person must wish’ you to 
act in such a way as may be 
conducive to the liberties of the 
country and to all the other 
things which tend to make it 
great and happy. 

As to the general character 
which you bear, itis differently 
described by different persons, 
according to their several pre- 
judices and the numerous acci- 
dental circumstances which may 
have had an influence upon their 
minds. For my own part, firm- 
ly resolved never to change my 
religion, to stick to it just as I 
received it from my father, and 
as he received it from my grand- 
father; firmly-resolved to take 
the law of the land for my 
guide, or, at least, for my com- 
panion, 1 have always viewed 
every other sort of Christians 
with the most perfect impar- 
tiality. I make no distinction 
between an Unitarian and a Ro- 
man Catholic. I have had very 
intimate friends indeed of both 





persuasions; and I most so- 
pd 2 
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lemnly declare that I think one 
of those sorts of Christians pre- 
cisely as good as the other. I 
never could perceive that there 
was any difference in the moral 
conduct of the parties. They 
were the same sort of men, in 
all respects except that of 
their belief; and about that 
belief 1 never was impudent 
enough to pretend to offer an 
opinion. If 1 have ever had 
any decided preference of one 
sect before another,it has been 
the preference which | give the 
Methodists for one quality, and 
that which I give the Quakers 
for several qualities. The 


Quakers are industrious, cleanly, 
really charitable, exemplary in 


point of sobriety. In _ short, 
Ahey are better than other men 
in many respects; but, then, 
they have the fault of really 
ridiculous singularity, and they 
lock themselves up in selfish 
security while their country is in 
danger. While 1 know of no 
particular fault that the Metho- 
dists have, they have two great 
merits; first, they practise so- 
briety; and, second, they are 
indefatigable in their endea- 
vours to inculcate the necessity 
ef sobriety in others. ‘Their 
‘zeal in this respect is beyond all 
praise. They have reclaimed 
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whole districts in America from 
drunkenness, and from all the 
vices attendant upon dranken- 
ness. in the interior of Pen- 
sylvannia, the wonders that they 
have performed in this way are 
related with enthusiastic grati- 
tude even by the Quakers them- 
selves. An instance of their 
influence in this respect was 
stated to me by the owner ofa 
large distillery establishment on 
the banks of the Susquean- 
nah. He had been almost un- 
able to carry on his affairs, ’ull 
he got some Methodists about 
him. The number soon in- 
creased ; he builta chapel. He 
had, when I saw him, not had a 
drunken man upon his premises 
for years, and the whole district, 
from being a scene of drunken- 
ness and profligacy, had become 
remarkable for the abserce of 
drunkenness and crime of every 
deseription. Similareffects have 
been produced by similar causes 
along ithe sonthern coast of 
Long Island, inhabited chiefly 
by fishermen, who are now, 
generally speaking, decent and 
well behaved people; and who 
were, before the Methodists 
came amongst them, so drunken 
and so profligate in disposition, 
as to be deemed little better 
than the savages. 
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I make no doubt that effects 
somewhat similar must have 
been produced, in the same 
way, in several parts of this 
kingdom; and, as I took upon 
drunkenness as the root of much 
more than half the mischief, 
misery and crimes with which 
society is afflicted, I can never 
speak of the Methodists, as a 
body, otherwise than with re- 
spect; and, indeed, it must argue 
great perverseness, to call it by 
no harsher name, to view the 
ardour, the zeal, the industry of 
the Methodists to reclaim dis- 
solute persons, with feelings 
short of admiration and grati- 
tude. 

Thus feeling, as I sincerely 
do, with regard to your sect, I 
cannot, nevertheless, refrain 
from frankly stating to you 
my opinions with regard to two 
points; namely your conduct 
with regard to your priesthood ; 
and your conduct with regard 
to your King and country. 
These are matters not at all 
connected with doctrines of re- 
ligion. “'There is nothing, my- 
stical about them. They are 
things that plain men may clear- 
ly understand; and they are 
things, having an immediate 
connection with those causes 
which affect the interests of the 
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nation. I shall offer you my 
opinions very freely ; but, at the 
same time, wishing to give no 
offence to those who differ in 
opinion from me. fas 

As to your duly towards 
your priesthood, Ihave never 
been able to discover, not only 
any obligation upon you to pay 
any money at all to a priest, 
but any reason, even the small- 
est, for so doing. I am sure 
that you find no precept for it 
from the lips of Jesus Christ or 
those of his apostles: On the 
contrary, you find quite sufficient 
to convince you that a Christian 
priest is to perform his ministry 
without pay and without reward 
of any description. 

You will say that the Mjnis- 
ters of the Church of England 
receive reward, and pretty large 
reward,'too. But, pray bear in 
mind, that those gentlemen rest 
their claims upon law, upon 
ahcient usage, ratified and con- 
firmed by Acts of Parliament. 
Stupid as: the Dissenters look 
upon us Churchimen to be, we 
are not so stupid as, at first 
sight, we'may appear to them. 
We render largely to the priest- 
hood, but we render nothing 
voluntarily. What we pay to the 
priest, we should have to pay 
to a landlord if we did not pay 
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it to a priest, The book of the 
law is open before us. Accord- 
ing to that law we act, and no- 
body can accuse us of being 
over eager to do even that. 
We obey the law, we render 
according to law; but we give 
not a farthing. And, the good 
of it is, that all you Dissenters 
render to these. same priests of 
ours just in the same measure 
that we do; and_ voluntarily 
maintain priests of. your own 
into the bargain! I appeal to 
your judgment, then, which of 
the two act the most stupid part, 
we Churchmen or the Dissenters. 
Whatever other charge may be 
brought against us, we are not, 
on this account, chargeable with 
stupidity. 

Your answer to this is, that 
you are aware, that you render 
to the Church, though you are 
Dissenters; but that, not ap- 
proving of the teaching of the 
Church; not believing that that 
teaching will bring you to sal- 
vation, you quit the Church ; 
you forego all the possible bene- 
fits to be derived from a con- 
nexion with her; you become 
dissenters from her, and you 
have your own priesthood. Thus 
far, 1 have nothing to say. You 
follow the dictates of your con- 
science. You satisfy your own 
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minds that, to dissent is your 
duty; and, like honest men,,. 
you perform that duty. Thus 
far, | have nothing to object 
to; but, the moment you pay 
a farthing to a Priest, that mo- 
ment my objections begin. I do 
not care under what pretence 
the money be paid; I set at. 
defiance all evasions ; all tricks, 
all contrivances ; and | broadly 
assert, that, for a Dissenter to 
pay a Priest, is always a foolish, 
and, in many cases, a wicked 
act. 

If either of you were asked 
for the reason of your dissent- 
ing from the Church, you would 
be at no loss toanswer. You 
would say, in few words, that 
the teaching of the Church did 
not lead to salvation. Now, be- 
fore you could, with any de- 
gree of justice; with any de- 
gree of modesty, or of common 
decency, give such an answer, 
you must have well and pa- 
tiently examined and consider- 
ed the nature and tendency of 
the teaching of the Church. 
You must be a competent judge 
of the matter. You must, in 
your own mind, have decided 
points of faith, with regard to 
which points, thousands upon 
thousands of learned men have 
lived and died in disputation. 
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Taking the Holy Scriptures for 
your guide ; taking them as the 
standard by. which to try the 
opinions and teachings of mortal 
men, you must have become 
experienced in the inquiry and 
examination; and you must, at 
last, have looked upon yourself 
as competent to decide between 
whole universities of disagree- 
ing Doctors. Having arrived 


at. this pointof knowledge and 
of judgment, how is it possible 
that you can sland in need of a 
Priest? I repeat my question; 
how is it possible that, compe- 
tent to measure all doctrines by 
the standard of she Scriptures, 


you yourself can stand in need 
of the teaching of any other 
mortal man ? 

Why, therefore, hire a Priest, 
any more than hire a man te 
teach you the use of your eyes, 
your ears, or yourteeth? You 
will bear in mind, that to dis- 
sent from the Church, even 
without assigning any reason at 
all, is, in fact, to pass a strong 
censure upon the doctrines of 
the Church; and this is, in fact, 
to treat contemptuously the 
whole body of those who ad- 
here to the Church. If b with- 
draw myself from one body of 
politicians, for instance, and 
jom myself on to another, I do, 
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according to the degree of my 
own importance in society, cast, 
a slur upon the body whieh 1 
quit. Now, this is no slight 
matter, even in this worldly 
concern; afd such a step ought 
not to be taken by me without 
my being able to give good 
reasons for it. 1 must be able 
to show that my former asso- 
ciates wefe in error, or en- 
gaged in some wrong pursuit. 
This is requisite to justify me in: 
the eyes of the world. How 
much more weighty are the 
considerations connected with a. 
dissent from the Church! How 
clear and how strong ought the 
reasons to be! You quit the 
Church, because her teaching 
does not, in your opinion, lead 
to salvation. Mark well, there 
is no medium between salva- 
tion and damnation. If the 
teaching leads not to salvation, 
it must lead to damnation! 
Therefore, when you quit the 
Church to become a Dissenter, 
though you gtve no reason at 
all in words, you do. actually 
declare, in deed, that those 
who remain in adherence to, 
the Church; are, in your.opi- 
nion, in the road to everlasting 
perdition. 

This is. a necessary ‘conclu- 
sion; and J am-not blaming you 
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for it. It is your conscientious | cide between the Chtirch and 


conviction. But, suffer me to 
say that such conclusion is ex- 
tremely hasty, not less arrogant 


and cruelly uncharitable in any) 


person who himself stands in 
need of the teaching of any hu- 
man being. A man who comes 
to a conclusion like this, with 
regard to his brethren left be- 
hind him in the Chureh ; a man 
who ¢omes to a decision like 
this; who thus makes himself a 
judge in so important a matter, 
and who, the very next day,' 
aeknowledges his feebleness, his 
incompetence to be a judge at 
all, by the hiring of a Priest to 
teach himself, does, in my opi- 
nion, act a part to which it 
would be difficult to affix suitable 
terms of reprobation. 

It is not your separation from 
the Church that I find fault 
with. Your separation may be 
perfectly conscientious ; totally 
free from all petulance, captious- 
ness and arrogance. You may 
be convinced that the teaching 
of the Chureh is not according 
to the word of God, and there- 
upon, you act uprightly in sepa- 
rating from her. But, if you 
immediately afterwards go and 
pay a Priest to teach yoursel/, 
you, by that act, acknowledge 





your own incompetence to de- 


the word of God; and, then, 
your separation from the Churcl: 
is not justifiable, and the cen- 
sure you have passed upon her, 
and the slur you have cast upor 
your neighbours, are unjust; 
and you need not be told that 
every species of mjustice is cri- 
minal. 

Were society begun anew ; 
were there no form of religion 
at all existing in it; were there 
nothing but a gleam of religi- 
ous light making tts appearance ; 
were there no settled system of 
religion. In short, were there 
no religious establishment in 
existence. Then, indeed, aman 
might reasonably hire a priest 
to instruct him. He might think 
himself incompetent to interpret 
the word of God. But, when 
there is already a religious esta- 
blishment; and when a man 
dissents from that establishment, 
he ought to be in a situation’.to 
require no interpreter or in- 
structer; and if, for the pur- 
poses of communion; for the 
purposes of keeping alive in his 
mind the religious feelings 
which he is desirous to cherish ; 
if, for these purposes, he chuses 
to meet his brethren in assembly, 
and if they ehuse to listen to the 
discourses of the more eloquent 
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amongst them, what can be so 
monstrous as to suppose it to 
be the duty of this man to pay 
money to the persons who speak 
upon such occasions? Nay, if 
such man submit to regular pay- 
ments of this description; and 
especially if he bestow, in this 
way, any portion of his sub- 
stance, which is necessary to the 
support of his wife, his children, 
his kindred, or his poor neigh- 
bours, he does, in my opinion, 
commit a great offence against 
God. 

But, in your case, the evil of 
such contributions is not con- 
fined to injury done to indivi- 
duals, It exiends itself to the 
producing of national injuries. 
By this system of payment, you 
have created a body of men- 
wholly unknown to the laws, 
possessing great power, and 
employing that power as we 
shall by and by See, to no very 
good political purposes. Doubt- 
less the great body of the Metho- 
dists have never been aware, 


that, by their contributions, they | 
were doing mischief to them- | 


selves and to the country; but 
that this is really the case is as 
clear as daylight. Their Priests 
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have found out, that they have 
an interest separate from that of | 
their congregations; and this 


82 


interest they have taken special 
care to watch over and to pro- 
mote. : 

In all ages, and all countries, 
and under every description of 
religion, Priests have been dis- 
tinguished, above all other men, 
for cunningness and for indefa- 
tigable attention to their world- 
ly interests; and, perhaps, 
amongst all the sets of Priests 
that ever existed in this world, 
none have surpassed in cunning, 
that set which is the subject of 
these observations. Ispeak not 
of individuals. I know that 
there are many most excellent 
men amongst the Methodist 
preachers. I know, as I have 
before related, how much good 
such men have done. Perhaps 
it would be difficult to find, 
amongst any class of mankind, 
in proportion to the numerous- 
ness of the class, so great a 
number of persons so purely dis- 
interested and devoted to the 
good of others. But, numerous 
as these individuals undoubtedly 
are, they can bear but a small 
proportion towards that body of 
priesthood, who command and 
controul the whole of the Me- 
thodist population; and which 
body I regard as one of the 
chief supporters of a system of 
political sway which fas re- 
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duced this country to its present 
state of ruin and misery. 

Like all other bodies of priest- 
hood, yours began on a very 
lowly scale. For many years, 
they were little better, in ap- 
pearance, than beggars. Their 
places of preaching were under 
trees, in hovels, barns and other 
buildings very little better than 
barns. For a long while, they 
not only possessed no political 
influence ; but they were scarcely 
protected from mud and rotten 
eggs flying from the hands of the 
bigotted or the ignorant. By 
degrees, they crept upwards. 
From crawling they took ‘to 
climbing ; ’till, at last, embol- 
dened by success, they pro- 
ceeded to the first operation for 
the securing of power, namely, 
the raising of money! They 
quitted the tree, the hovel and 
the barn; and saw themselves 
elevated in elegant pulpits and 
stately temples. It never seems 
to have occurred to any one to 
ask tbem whence they got their 
authority for the imposing of 
taxes upon their hearers. The 
Bible is always open before 
them. In it they look, from it 
they quote, on it they com- 
ment. It is their authority, as 
they say, for all they assert and 
all they do. Attempt to pin 
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them down to the laws ofMosgs, 
and they tell you that those laws 
are no more, and that now, the 
precepts of Christ and his Apos- 
tles are to be their guide ; while 
they at the same time aver, that 
they quit the Church because 
her ministers do not act upon 
those precepts. It is strange 
that no one ever asked them to 
turn to the chapter or the verse 
where the raising of money upon 
the disciples is ordered by Christ 
or his Apostles. Itis wonderful 
that nobody ever thinks of put- 
ting this question to them; and 
still more wonderful that no one 
ever enquires of them by what 
authority it is they turn mem- 
bers out of their communion for 


failure in the payment of con- 


tributions. Can they find any 
authority for this in the words 
of Jesus Christ or his apostles ? 


Did the Apostles act in this 


way? Did they tax the poor, in 
order to maintain themselves, 
and to deck themselves out in 
fine clothes, while the payers of 
the taxes were half starved and 
clad in rags? Is this a specimen 


of the kindness, the benevo- 
lence, the charitableness and the 
humility preached by Christ and 
his Apostles ? Did the Apostles 
dress themselves up in sable 
unifor m, put robes over their 
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shoulders and bands round their 
necks? Did they deck them- 
“selves out so as to be taken for 
the regularPriests of the country 
in which they preached? Oh! 
no! the Apostles of Jesus Christ 
did none of these things. They 
were fishermen, handicraftsmen, 
or labourers: they went about 
doing good without hire: their 
zeal and disinterestedness were 
their guides, and their humility 
was their passport. They did 


not estimate men by the number 
of pennies that they had to be- 
stow ; nor did they live an easy 
life while the disciples were toil- 
ing like slaves. 


It is not upon casual pecuniary 
donations that your priesthood 
depend. They have their regu- 
lar, their established fiscal sys- 
tem. They levy contributions 
with.as much scrupulousness as 
the tax-gatherer of the King; 
and, athing which you ought 
always to bear in mind, they 
suffer none of you even to in- 
quire how the money is dis- 
posed of! This is a thing wholly 
unknown, except amongst you. 
You are ruled infinitely more 
severely than any other descrip- 
tion of human beings. Even 
despots promulgate an account 
of the manner in which they 
dispose of their revenues, but 
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the CONCLAVE (or Confer- 
ence) who govern you, not only 
promulgate no aceount; but 
they punish any one, who dares 
to inquire into the disposal of 
the revenues. Conference is a 
pretty name given to this as- 
sembly. CONCLAVE was the 
proper word; for, Conclave 
means, a close assembly ; ‘that 
is to say, an assembly which is. 
closed against every body but 
the members of it, ‘and which 
does many things, no know- 
ledge of which is ever com- 
municated to the world. A 
Conclave carries. on its discus- 
sions in secret. This is pre- 
cisely the character of vour Con- 
ference. Conclave, therefore, 
was the word; but, as the meet- 
ing, or assembly, of the Car- 
dinals at Rome is called a Con- 
clave, your Priests were too 
cunning to give that name to an 
assembly consisting of them- 
selves ; or, rather, of the Chiefs 
of your priesthood. The nick- 
name, however, must not avail 
them. Conclave it is, and Con- 
clave we will call it. 

This is the species of govern- 
ment, under which you volun- 
tarily consent to live and be 
taxed; and yet your Priests 
would persuade you, that we 





Church people are a set of stu- 
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pid creatures ; because we go to 
hear, without paying him at all, 
a man to whom the laws have 
given a certain portion of house 
or land. 
gospel for your standard, pay 
taxes to men, who, by that same 
gospel, arte expressly enjoined 
to preach without pay, while 
they receive the pay, and ac- 
tually excommunicate you if you 
do not render the pay, which 
the gospel forbids them to re- 
ceive. 

Nor is the amount of this tax- 
ation a thing of trifling import- 
ance. Supposing your whole 
society to consist of a million of 
persons above the age of ten 
years,’ or thereabouts. The 
weekly pennies amount to 212, 
632 pounds a-year. This, how- 
ever, is not one half of the 
amount of the collection, as you 
very well know. The collec- 
tions for educating the sons of 
your Priests, and the coliections 
for various other purposes, make 
the whole of the taxes levied 
upon you amount to not so little 
as ten shillings a-year each, 
which, in the total, makes five 
hundred thousand pounds; so 
that here is sufficient to pay fen 


at fifty 


You, who take the 


thousand preachers 


pounds sterling a-year cach, 


besides all that they receive in 
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the way of food, lodging, and 
other items, that go towards 
maintaining them in ease and 
plenty. 

Now, let me ask whether it 
is consistent with reason, or 
whether it be not something 
very much like blind infatuation 
and enthusiasm, in you to bestow 
your nroney in this way? If you 
have the money to spare, would 
it not, and espectally in these 
days of starvation, be better to 
bestow it on a hundred thou- 
sand poor families, at five pounds, 
a-piece, than to bestow it on . 
these ten thousand Priests, who 
cannot, at any rate, possibly be 
better guides than Gop himself, 
whose word every man of you 
has in your hands? But, why 
not keep the ten shillings a-year, 
each of you ? Itis pretty nearly 
one week’s wages out of the fifty- 
two. How many useful things 
for wife and children would ten 
shillings buy? especially if add- 
ed to probably several more 
shillings expended in shoe lea- 
ther, in running after a Priest 
who really can teach you no- 
thing unless he be possessed of 
more knowledge than that Goo 
who has given you his unerring 
word for your guide! To ex- 
pend your money in this way 
under any circumstances, would 
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be foolish ; but so to expend it, 
while your wife, your children, 
or your poor neighbours are in 
want, is criminal, and much 
more criminal than are many of 
those acts for the commission of 
which those Priests are at all 
times ready to condemn their 
fellow-creatures to everlasting 
flames. 

Let us, f beg you, have no 
shuffling here. Let us speak 
out plainly, and not palter with 
our consciences. Here am 1 
with the Bible in my. hand, 
Gop has told me that that shail 
be my guide. He has told me 
that my path is so plain, having 
that book in my possession, 
“‘ that away-faring man, though 
“a fool, shall not err a a.” 


There lie the ten shillings upon 
the table. There sits my wife 
in rags. Here are my children 


erying for bread. I see that 
Saint Paul says, that he who 
neglects his kindred is worse 
than a heathen. And, shail | 
be such an unéeeling, such an 
impious wretch, as to take those 
ten shillings and carry them to 
a priest; while I have still that 
Bible in my hand, which Gop 
has told me shall be my guide to 
eternal life? Put this question 
to yourselves, my friends, one 
by one. Ask yourselves whether 
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such an act can be pleasing to 
Gop, who has, from one end of 
the Scripture to another, taught 
us and commanded us to be kind 
and benevolent even to dumb 
animals. Ask yourselves whether 
an act like this can be conducive 
to your salvation in the world to 
come. Gop gave you his word 
that you might need no hireling 
Priests ; you say you understand 
his word, because you have un- 
dertaken to assert that the Mi- 
nisters of the Church do not 
preach that word; and yet, 
with that word in your hand, 
you give away the means of 
feeding your wife and children 
in order to obtain an interpreter 
of that word! 

It is truly painful to contemp- 
late the number of fathers and 
of mothers who act this foolish, 
this unjust, this wicked part; 
who thus throw from them a 
part of the means which Gop 
has bestowed upon them, and 
throw them away, too, because 
they prefer the word of man to 
the word of Gop himself. If 
the Parliament were to pass a 
law authorizing the tax-gatherer 
to come and take away from 
each of you ten.shillings every 
year, and to tell you that it was 
to pay a man to interpret, the 
word of Gop to you, would you 
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not complain most bitterly ? 
‘Would you not say, that you 
wanted no better interpreter 
than Gop himself? To be sure 
you would. Why not tell the 
CONCLAVE the same? Why 
not tell them that you want no 
interpreter; that you want no 
hireling Priest; that you are 
weady to listen to any one 
treading in the steps of the 
Apostles; but that you want 
mo one to be paid by you, and 
to: be dressed out in fine clothes, 
fed on high food, while your 
wife and children are} shiver- 
ing over a handful of fire, are 
covered with rags and gnawing 
at a crust. 

It is the payment to which I 
object; itis the proceedings of 
the CONCLAVE that I dislike. 
To the preaching, the praying, 
the various sorts of meetings, 
and the effect of all these, I 
have no objection. It is the 
paying of the Priests that I ob- 
ject to. The Quakers have 
acted the only consistent part in 
this respect.. They said, ‘‘ we 
‘‘ dissent from tbe Charch. We 
“are competent.judges of the 
“matter. We want no instruct- 
“or but Gop. -Ifany amongst 
“‘us feel themselves moved to 
* speak, let them speak. If any 
‘be particularly eminent, in 


To THE Goop MeETHODISsTs. 





92 


“ piety and understanding, we 
“ will give them a seat a little 
“higher than the rest in our 
‘assemblies. We care not whe- 
“ ther they be men or women. 
‘Every one may speak that 
“is moved to speak;. but to 
“no one will we give any pay.”’ 
This was wise, decent, and, 
above all things, consistent. 
They saw the inconsistency, 
indecency and folly of taking 
upon themselves to decide be- 
tween the word of Gop and 
the teachers of the Church, 
and then laying out their money 
to hire other teachers for them- 
selves. The Quakers, there- 
fore, are the dupes of nobody. 
Every man, having the Bible in - 
his hands, says, “‘ What do I 
“want more? What man can 
* tell me more than Gop him- 
“ self has told me; and, as to 
“my children, who so fit to 
“teach them as myself? To 
“ whom does that duty belong, 
“‘ that first of duties, if it do not 
“ belong to me?’ 

As to us Church people, 
there are persons appointed to 
teach us. The law gives them 
tythes and lands and houses, 
which we do not bestow, and 
which we cannot take away. 
Ours is a very different case. 
We go to hear our Ministers 
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with perfect consistency, be- 
cause we have not done any act 
which necessarily implies that we 
think we anderstand the word of 
Gop as well as the Parson. Our 
going to hear him; our sub- 
mitting to his superior judg- 
ment, is perfectly consistent: 
but you who have taken upon 
you to decide; who have sitten 
in judgment upon the preach- 
ings of the Church; who have 
dissented from her; have no 
apology at all for applying 
to any human being for reli- 
gious instruction. What apo- 


logy, then, can you have for 
squandering upon a Priest, that 


which ought to go to the feed- 
ing of your hungry children? - 
We have all of us heard from 
our infancy about the tricks of 
Monks and Friars. Those 
tricks were very numerous, and 
many of them very farcical. 
They shewed, in a phial, some 
blood, which they pretended 
was a part of the real blood of 
Christ. They exhibited the pa- 
rings of St. Anthony’s nails. 
They had a bit of the skin of 
St. Laurence. ‘They had the 
wonder-working breeches of 
St. Pacomo, which they em- 
ployed as a charm for barren 
women. Holy water and sanc- 
tified crosses they alweys had 
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on sale for the purpose of keep- 
ing out witches, laying the 
Devil, curing the itch, turning 
aside thunder-bolts, curing weak 
eyes, preserving gluttons from 
apoplexy, and for various other 
important uses. This was all 
very impudent and at the same 
time bypocritical. It was gross 
imposture; it exhibited a set 
of crafty men, living an easy 
life, through the means of the 
credulity of the mass of the 
people. ‘The Monks and Friars 
were a set of impostors; but, 
we can hardly venture to call 
our forefathers fools; for, if 
those forefathers could” rise 
from their graves, they might 
justly retort upon us; and with 
this advantage: they might say, 
** our impostors succeeded, be- 
“ cause we had not the Bible to 
“read: yours succeed, though 
“you have the Bible in your 
“hands:’ and these words 
they might address to every 
Dissenter, who has the folly 
and the wickedness to pay a 
Priest. ° 6 
The Monks and Friars, with 
all their tricks, had but one 
single object in view; namely 
that of living well upon the 
labour of others. This was 
with them, the law and the 
gospel. There might be some 
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amongst them who were not so 
lazy and so unfeeling as the 
main body; and indeed they 
might possibly all be very good 
sort of men in their natures ; 
but no man likes labour. La- 
bour is pain ; and no man likes 
pain; and he will avoid itif he 
can. There may be induce- 
ments strong enongh to make 
him encounter labour; the love 
of riches, the dread of poverty, 
and various other inducements ; 
but no man likes labour for 
labour’s sake.. Every one tries 
to shift the burthen of labour 
from his own back to that of 
another. I do not therefore 
blame your Priests for making 
you maintain them at their 
ease, any more than | blame the | 
Monks and Friars of former 
times; but I blame you a 
great deal more than I blame 
our credulous forefathers who 
had not that light which you 
have, and who, therefore, are 
more excusable. The Monks 
and Friars took care that the 
Bible should be read hy nobody 
but themselves. They thought 
that if the people could once get 
a sight of the Bible, they would 
no longer give them money, but 
it appears that they might have 
been in error in this respect, for 





METHODISTS. 96 





thousand Priests contrive to get 
plenty of money from yow 
though every man of you is in 
possession of the Bible, and 
though there is no law to com- 
pel you to give them one single 
penny. For my part I can see 
no difference between the ob- 
taining of money by exhibiting 
the parings of St. Anthony’s 
nails or a snip from the petti- 
coat of the Virgin Mary; I can 
see no difference between tricks 
of this sort and the means that 
are made use of to obtain money 
from you. Call the things by 
what name you will, they are 
still the same in their nature. 
A Friar sells absolution and de- 
liverance from purgatory. He 
takes money, in short, from what 
the payer regards as the means 
of salvation from Hell. Now, 
if another man pretends that Aie 
ministry is necessary to produce 
the same effect; and if he de- 
mands and receives money for 
the services rendered in this 
way; and if this demand be 
founded on no law, where is the 
difference between this man and 
alriar? Your Priests pretend 
to intimate communication with 
invisible power; they pretend 
that under certain circumstances 
they can answer for your salva- 





we now see that your five or ten 


tion. They pretend to be able 
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to say, in certain cases, that your 


salvation is certain. They cate-' 


chise you as to the state of your 
souls. They make you render 
an accountof your very thoughts, 
What difference is there, then, 
botween a Friar and ono of your 
Priests? Why, thorte is this dif- 
ference, that the Friar weats a 
mean’ and ugly dtess that disfi- 
gures his person, while your 
Priests are amongst the neatest 
and primmest and most pompous 
prigs in the kingdom.  Ven- 
ture, therefore, not to langh at 
the Roman Catholics, because 
they pay for masses and absola- 
tions; and because they main- 
tain by their labour a set of men 
who labour not at all. 

There is one difference be+ 
tween the Monks and Friars and 
your Priests, and this difference 
1s clearly in favour of the for 
mer; namely, that the Monks 
and Friars had no wivee ; whdre+ 
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making a will. «So that alithas 
they could possibly want was 
something to: fill their own bel- 
lies;,and the overplus of their 
collections theyyweald. necesea® 
rilys give away, and they did 
gtve tt to the;poor. Strike the 
balance fairly; then, between 
the Monks: and Friarsc and ‘your 
Priests; and you will find thet 
our forefathers, whom we have 
the impudence to call gulls and 
dupes, were not half so much 
worthy of those numies, as are 
those Dissenters who give theit 
money to a Priest. It is said 
very frequently, that every ge- 
neration grows wiser and wiser; 
but, if | compare your conduct; 
with regard to yout Priests, with 
the conduct of our forefathers 
with regard to the» Monks and 
Friars, I see but too good ree- 
son to doubt of the truth of ihe 
maxim. 


Thos far, my friends, f have 





as your gentlemenindulge them- | viewed your conduct solely a9 
selves in thet greatest of all! between you and” your Priests: 
earthly enjoyments. The Monks! let me now take a view of it 
and Friars needed but little to | with regard to your country, 


maintain them. To hoard or!towards which you appear to 
become rich was useless to the to have been induced by the 
them; for they could have no | CONCLAVE to-act a part, not 
family to provide for; and the | only unworthy of Englishmen; 
law prevented them from pos-|not only unworthy of really © 
sessing any real property at all,| loyal subjects; but also unwor- 


and also prevented them from.thy of Christians, and wholly 
E 





at variance with ry nee? 
of morality |. rece tooo 
-'9The love: ef-cdantry i is afock 
‘ing 50 natural, to the breast of 
man; the desire to sce others 
as well es himself happy, is) so 
nécessarily an inmate of man’s 
mind; an abhorrence of inius- 
tice and. oppression is naturally 
so strong inthe mind of every 
good man; that.it is matter of 
astonishment to observe the 
apathy that you have discovered 
"for several years past. I speak 
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here, however, with numerous 
éxceptions ;.and I shall by and 
by bave to speak of the laudable 
conduct of that part of you, who 


have broken loose from the 
CONCLAVE, rather than suf- 
fer yourselves to be neutralized, 
and kneaded mto clods; but I 
am here speaking of the great 
mass, of the: main body, who 
have been induced to hold their 
tangues, while others were call- 
jog out for the means of saving 
themselves and their neigh- 
bours from starvation, and their 
country from disgrace; who 
have been induced to shake 
their heads at the Reformers, 
and even to cast at them: the 
dust. from the bottoms of their 
feet. 

It is not acting @ very Chris- 





fian-like part to treat in this 
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manner even the most noton- 
ous signérs and reprobates. 
‘Where then are you to look for 
an apology for treating in this 
manner whole masses of your 
countrymen and neighbours, 
against whom you have no of- 
fences to allege, and who are 
only seeking for a change in 
the mode of electing the Mem- 
bers of Parliament? Let me 
beg you to consider well the 
nature of your conduct in this 
respect, and to remember that 
you will find no justification, 
with either God or man, in the 
plea of having thus acted by the 
command of your Priests, who, 
whatever they may pretend, 
can give you no acquittance for 
any of your misdeeds. 

Where have you found any 
thing to justify your hostility to- 
wards the Reformers, or to jus- 
tify your luke-warmness in the 
cause of Reform? Have you in- 
quired what it is that the Re- 
formers wish to accomplish? If 
you have not, your conduct is 
extremely reprehensible; and if 
you have, nothing short of down- 
right wickedness can be ascrib- 
ed to you. What the Reformers 
seek is this: to put an end. to 
bribery, corruption, false swear- 
ing, drunkenness, rioting, and 
all sorts of profligacy, now, to 
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the great scandal of the nation, 
and the great injurv of morality 
and religion, witnessed at al- 
most every election in every 
part of this kingdom. This is, 
however, only one of the ob- 
jects which the Reformers have 
in view ; but, this alone, if it be 
‘not sufficient to rouse your zeal 
and call forth your co-operation, 
ought, at any rate, not to be 
an object of your opposition, 
and to expose the advocates of 
it to your hostility. The facts 
you cannot deny; nor can you 
be ignorant of their existence. 
You talk about sin ; bat what 
sin is there whieh can exceed 
the sins which are here sought 
to be put an end to? Of all 
the crimes known to the law, 
wilful and malicious murder on- 
Jy excepted, none are a tenth 
part so great, because not a 
tenth part so injurious to so- 
ciety, as the crimes of bribery, 
corruption, and false swearing ; 
and yet very silent are your 
Priests upon the subject of 
these crimes, while they have 
no scruple to. pronounce the sen- 
tence of everlasting fire upon 
‘those who take the liberty to 
laugh at their peculiar opinions 
about redemption and grace 


and inward light. ‘These latter 
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and piows.men may differ very 
widely in opinion; but, as -te 
corruption, bribery, and false 
swearing, there can be no dif+ 
ference of opinion; they are 
things seen and understood; 
they are hateful in their very 
sound; they are in the word of 
God and in the laws of the land 
marked with infamy, and de- 
nounced as worthy of the se- 
verest punishment. Yet, these 
horrible crimes appear as no» 
thing to you, while a speech 
from a Reformer, calling for a 
measure to put an. end to this 
national disgrace, calls forth 
yeur disapprobation and re- 
proach. You may talk of yoor 
piety as long as you please; 
you nray pretend to superior 
sanctity; you may think your- 
selves the elect; but while 
such is your conduct, I shall con- 
tinue to regard you, not only as 
being no better, but as being 
one degree worse than the rest 
of mankind. 

You see your country plunged 
into a state of misery, such -as 
never was before known in Eng- 
land, and perhaps in no part of 
the world. You see ruinspread 
all around you; yon see a great 
part of your neighbours actually 
perishing slowly for the want.of 


ére matters upon which honest? a sufficiency of food, while,at the 
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very safne time, you hear the 
growers of that food ‘complain- 
ing that they are ruined on 
account of the cheapness of the 
food! Is not this something 
monstrous? Is not this starva- 
tion in a land of plenty! Do 
you believe that God desires 
that this should be so ? Can you 
beliéve that it is the will of Ged 
thet a large portion of the Eng- 
dish people should be kept in 
a famishing state, while ~the 
farmer .is tuined by the too 
great abundance of his stores? 
Have’ vour Priests so bewil- 
dered your minds, and rendered 
you so besotted, as to make you 
believe this? If they have, what 
have they to answer for? But, 
at the same time, how impu- 
dent is ‘it in you to call your 
forefathers gulls and dupes for 
believing in the legends and 
miracles of Monks and Friars ? 
That such is the state of the 
country you cannet deny, any 
more than you can deny the 
existence of the bribery, the 
corruption and the false swear- 
ing. Neither can you deny, 
that the miseries of the country 
have for their immediate cause 
an enormous load of taration ; 
for this cause is now acknow- 
ledged even by those who for- 
merly denied it. You cannot 
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deny that the House of Com- 
mons has imposed these~taxes ; 
you cannot deny that there is 
no likelihood of the taxes being 
lessened without a Reform of 
that House. The Reformers, 
knowiug all these things, which 
you cannot deay, have long 
sought, and still seek, for a Re- 
form in the Commons House; 
a Reform agreeably to the laws 
and constitution of their coun- 
try; a Reform which would 
leave untouched the lawful 
privileges and prerogatives of 
the Aristocracy and the King ; 
and, because they seek this Re- 
form, you have been told by your 
CONCLAVE, that your duty to 
God bids you to keep aloof from 
them, and to regard them as 
infidels and heathens ! You may 
imagine to find your reward for 
this in the next world; and you 
may find yourselves mistaken. 
In obeying -the CONCLAVE in 
this respect, you are guilty of 
selfishness, of uncharitableness 
towards your neighbour, of a 
want of the feelings of kindness , 
and compassion; and of every 
other vice that springs from a 
want of a due sense of your 
duty towards your country. 

in order to quiet your con- 
sciences under this shameful ne- 


'glect of your duty, the CON- 
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in politics. What do they 
* mean by this? What do they 
» mean by politics? Politics, used 
upon occasions like this, mean 
public affairs. And is there 
any man in the community, 
who is not bound by duty to 
God as well as to his country, 
to meddle with public affairs ? 
To act as aconstable ; to act.as 
a magistrate or a soldier; to 
endeavour to keep the peace ; 
to endeavour to encourage or 
restore commerce and manufac- 
tures ; instruction 
upon matters relating to roads, 
canals, bank paper, the poor 
laws; or, in short, to do any 
‘act in which the public is in- 
terested, is to meddle with pub- 
lie affairs. And, are we to 
deem this as sinful ? Your CON- 
‘CLAVE did not deem it sinful 
to join in full ery with numer- 
ous other’ sects against Lord 
Sidmouth’s Bill! And was not 
this meddling with public af- 
- faigs ? If Thad been in Parlia- 
ment, I would have divided the 
House, if thete had been only 
"omy single voice in favour of that 
bili: for I could not, and I can- 
not now, see any reason for ten 
or fifteen thousand strapping 
fellows being excused from 
serving in the militia, merely by 
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CLAVE bids you not to meddle 
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their taking out a sixpenny li- 
cense and calling themselves 
preachers. I have no objection 
to their preaching when and 
where they like; but I have a 
great objection to their. living 
upon the labour of others; and 
if there be dupes to farnish them 
with food and raiment, I am not 
for compelling others to relieve 
them also from their share of the 
duty which they owe to’'the 
country. ' 
However, to return; was not 
this meddling with public af- 
fairs? Aye, it was opposing 
the Ministry, too; it was’ an 
endeavour to prevent the King’s 
Ministers from ‘carrying their 
measures into execution. And, 
is a Reform of the Parliament 
a matter less interesting to vou 
than was this matter relating: to 
the sixpenny priesthood? «Is it 
of ‘greater moment that a *fa- 
cility should exist of increasing 
the number of Dissenting Priests 
than that a Reform should take 
place in one of the branches of 
the legislature ¢- The ‘Reform 
ers may be in error ;' but “8 it 
not your duty, then, to endea- 
vour to shew them their error ? 
Is a matter of merefaith of more 
importance than the putting of a 
stop to bribery; corruption and 
false swearing ¢ ‘The truth is, 
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that your CONCLAVE know 
avell that the Reformers have 
jestice and reason on their 
side; and, therefore, they do 
ot eater the tiedd of disputation 
with them; they misrepresent 
and calumuiate them; aud they 
vid you not to meddle with 
polaties. 

There are, hewever, some: 
Methodists who think very dif- 
ferently as to meddling with 
politics. During the last war 
with America, the conduct of; 
the Quakers was what i al- 
ways has been on such occa-! 
siows. A Methodist Priest re- 
proved them publickly for this, : 
and published his discourse, 
which i am very sorry chat | 
-bave pot at hand. 1 well re- 
member that he insisted, that, 
his duty towards Gop, as well, 
_ 8 towards his neighbour, called; 
upon bim to take a deeper inte- 
rest in the affairs of his country, 
_ 4hap in his ewn private con- 
ceras. This assertion he sup- 
ported by a great number of 
authorities drawn from Scrip- 
ture, which, however, were 
not necessary; for the thing 
was too pluin to admit of dis- 
putation, or doubt. 

I observed, and with very 
great pleasure, in the last 
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ever else they cail it, of your 
CONCLAVE, that they have 
discovered a falling off in the 
numbers of the elect; that isto 
say, of these who give money 
fer the support of the Methodist 
Priests! The cause of this 
fulliag off ; this <‘back-sliding,”’ 
as they cali it, I shall notice 
by and by. But, this is a curious 
fact, that the numbers ef the 


fetthful are ascettained by the 


nturber of pernies ! The state 
ef their sods dees not appear, 
wien we come to the test, to 
have mach te do with the mat- 
ter. Itis the aoney that is the 
standati, after all. So much 
money, so much faith and sal- 
vation. So many delicient 
pennies, so many back-sliders, 
and so muchdamnation! Talk 
of dupes, indeed, in former 
times! ‘Talk of roguish Monks, 
and silly purchasers of beads, 
crosses, holy water, and abso- 
lutions! ‘Talk of these things, 
indeed! These were sense and 
reason, compared to the dupery 
of the present day. 

The CONCLAVE lament that 
the back-sliders for the last year 
amount to 82x thousand. God 
be thanked! For this has given, 
or rather preserved, three thou- 
sand pounds or thereabouts, for 





proclamation, or bull, or what- 


the feeding and cloathing of 
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wives and children, who proba- 
bly are still half naked and half 
starved. ‘This is so much saved 
from the gulf, the insatiable 
gulf, which seems never to be 
satisfied. However, it is the 


~“eause of this back-sliding that 


pleases me most, and that cause 
is the disgust of a part of you at 
the conduct of your priesthood 
with regard to the Reformers. 
This part of you have separated 
from them; you have seen 
the matter in it’s true light; 
you have exercised your judg- 
ment; and you have acted 


‘like sensible and spirited men, 


and, at the same time, like true 
friends of your King and your 
country. Ihave been informed 
of the excommunications and 
fulminations pronounced against 
yyou ; of the reproaches and ca- 
lumiies heaped upon you; but 
all these will be of no avail. Be 


. 6 4 4 
assured that they will do you no 


preaching and praying if you 
can hear it without paying } but 
keep the pennies. Join all’ of 
you, tell your Priests that, until 
they be Reformers, they’’shall 
have no mofe pennies; and, 
take my word for it, they will 
all be Reformers themselves be- 
fore the end of the ‘year: 

It is very curious to obsérve 
how exactty your CONCLAVE 
agree with the clergy of thées- 
tablished ‘Church in their’con- 
duct with regard to the Refofm- 
ers. Itis related of Motiks, ‘that 
évery Monk of a convent mor- 
tally hates evety other Moi of 
the same convent; that’ they 
curse each other by bell, book, 
and candle; that they” fre- 
quently proceed to blows, to 
scratching, to biting, and not 
unfrequently to poisoning 5 ‘but, 
(and mark it- well!) if any 
one out of the convent do 
any thing, or say any thing, 


injury ; and that you will every {against one of the Monks, the 


‘day see additional ground for 
the resolution ‘that you’ have 


taken. You must be well aware 
that the CONCLAVE can do 
you no good; that it’s prayers 
cannot sénd yon upwards, nor 
it’s excommunications send you 
downwards. Keep the pennies, 
and you may laugh at the bulls 
of the CONCLAVE. Hear 


whote body set on him and de- 
stroy him, if they can, by some 
méans ot ‘another. What is 
said of a convent of Monks 
may be said of Priests in gene- 
ral. However widely they may 
differ in opinion; to whatever 
sect they may belong; though 
‘each sect call the doctrines of 


| the other séct dammable; yet, 
F 2 








ul 


, enerally, speaking, as. to all 
. matters which, touch closely 
upon, changes in great, national 
affairs, they all agree. And the 
, Priests, of one country, though 
Of a religion wholly different 
,;ffom. those of another country, 
will , always. make 

cause, as far, as they can, with 

the, Priests of that other coun- 

try, any general, attack be 
_4nade upon the temporalties of 
the. latter. .A_ remarkable in- 
Stance of this the world was 
| ,fPlled on to wilness in, the case 
_4o9f the French, Reyolution and 
>» Hahof Italy and Spain. It is 
-g¥PTY, notorious that Protestant 


common 


pyiests jhave.always taught that 
_oqhe, doctrines, of. the Romish re- 


; ~. ligion, were, damnable. They 
oil the Roman Catholics Jdola. 

_ tors; they, call their Priests Im- 

,,postors ;. they. call the Pope 

the Man of Sin and the Scarlet 

. .Mthore of Babylon, who has 


“made the warld drunk with her. 


_ abominations. In short, I most 
_Aitmly believed, when I was a 
. hoy,shat the Pope was a pro-. 
-digious woman, dresged in a 
dreadful robe, which had been 
_made,red by being dipped in 
the blood of Protestants; and 
..$uch must have been the be- 
lief_of every other boy and girl 
in the kingdom. Well, then, 
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seeing that our Priests had so 
long been crying aloud against 
this beast with seven heads and 
tenhorns,ought they not to have 
been delighted when he was tum- 
bled from his throne, and when 
about a hundred and fifty or two 
hundred thousand Priests, who 
upheld him, were ejected from 
their functions, and compelled 
to go to work for their bread? 
Ought they not to have been 
delighted at this? So far from 
that, it wasa subject of lamenta- 
tion with them; and the poor 
Priests and the poor Pope, be- 
came objects of their most ten- 
der concern. Such.of them as 
found their way to this country, 
were received with open arms, 
and we were taxed for, money 
to support them! By-and-by, 
the Pope was restored, the 
Jesuits and other Monks were 
yrestored ; the bloody Inquisition 
was again in a state of activity, 
and these Protestant kingdoms 
resounded with acclamations of 
joy, in which acclamations , the 
Rev. Rowland Hill led the way. 
Nay, which is still more _as- 
tonishing, the Presbyterian Cler- 
gy of New England proclaimed 
a solemn thanksgiving to God, 
and marched in solemn_pro- 
cession in gratitude for the 





event! 
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“Is it necessary to offér you 
any comment upon'this? | think 
itis’ not} but'i will just’ say’ a 
wotd upon’ the’ pretended! rea- 
son for this strange, this’ mon 
strous conduct. It was alleged 
that the French ‘and the’ other 
revolutionized countries had be- 
come,or were becoming, Deists, 
and even’ Atheists ; and’ that, 
though the Romish religion was 
bad, it’ was better than none: 
How false this pretence’ was 
you will see in a moment ; and, 
indeed you must perceive it at 
once, withotit any observation of 
mine, For, if the doctrines of 
the Church of Ronte were what 
we had been told they were, 
how could the change to Deism 
and Atheism make them think 
worse? If the Romish doctrines 
were damnable, how could the 
evil go farther? Deism ahd 
Atheism as long as you please ; 
as bad, as villainous, as wicked’, 
as hellish as you please; but 
they could not be worse than 
damnable! Deism and Atheism 
will, doubtless, send a man to 
Hell, but they cannot send-him 
farther ; and if the doctrines of 
the Church of Rome would do 
the same, where is the differ- 
ence in the two? Besides, there 
was this advantage on the side 
of Deism and Atheism, that, 
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though they shook down the 
Romish faith, there was very lit- 
tle ‘chance of their keeping their 
gtound themiselVés, and’ there 
was the chance of the Protestant 
réligion, that religion being ac 
cording ‘to’ the’ word’ of God, 
coming’ at last’to ‘supply ‘the 
place of the damnable doctiinés 
of the Church of Rome. And 
yet we did’ weep over the’ fall 
of the Romish Church, and we 
did rejoice at it’s restoration! — 

What Ihave ‘here’ been say- 
ing-may serve to elucidate the 
apparent mystery in the conduct 
of your Priests, who have har- 
monized so completely in their 
hostility to the cause of Re- 
form, with’ the Clergy of the 
established Church, with whom 
they differ so decidedly, and to- 
wards whom they express them- 
selves so bitterly, as to all other 
matters. It is unnecessary to 
say, that your - CONCLAVE 
look upon the Clergy of the 
Church as blind guides, false 
lights, and so forth; it is unne- 
cessary to say, that they give’ 
them these names, in words, for 
their very existence’ as Metho- 
dist Priests gives the Clergy of 
the Church these names. If I 
dissent from the Church, I, in 
that very act, declare the Church 
Clergy to be blind guides and’ 
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false lights ; and, therefore, J, 
for my part, shall take special 
care never to dissent, if the Es- 
tablishment live as long as ldo. 
Your CONCLAVE can have no 
ground of separation from the 
Church, except it firmly believes 
that the Church do not. lead her 
children im the path of salva- 
tion. Now, pray, mark this 
well, If the CONCLAVE has 
this opinion of the Church; and 
this opinion it must have, or it 
has no ground of separation 
other than that of merely get- 
ting money from. you; if the 
CONCLAVE has. this opinion 
of the Church, what must il 
think of the Clergy of that 
Church? 1 ask you what the 
CONCLAVE must think of the 
Clergy of that Church; and | 
ask how, then, the CONCLAVE 
can account for its so perfectly 
harmonising with that Clergy 
upon the subject of the cause of 
Reform ? 

It is easy to perceive motives 
for the Clergy of the Church 
opposing themselves toa change, 
which might produce other 
changes, and changes, too, very 
injurious to them. The property 
of the Church is not so precisely 
of the nature of private property 
as to exempt it from. all possibi- 
lity of being seized on by Act of 





Parliament, and disposed of for 
public purposes. . in short,, the, 
Clergy, know... very yell, that, 
we.have only.to look into the 
Statute book to see, that, with-. 
out any violation of any princi-. 
ple of the law or of the Constitu- 
tion; the Parliament might dis- 
pose of the Church property, 
and apply the proceeds to- 
wards the liquidation of the 
Debt, or in any other way con- 
sistent with the laws and usages 
of the country. . ‘The Clergy of 
the Church are aware of this; 
and they are also aware of the 
great and pressing necessities of 
the State. 1 believe they are 
further aware, that it is impossi- 
ble for the interest of the Debt 
to be paid in cash; and they. 
are, besides aware of the as- 
tounding difficulties in the way 
of reducing that interest. Aware 
of all these things, the Clergy 
must naturally fear a Reform of 
the Parliament; because such 
Reform would necessarily put 
into the House of Commons 
nen less interested than the 
present men are ip preserving: 
untouched this immense mass 
of property; and, formy own 
part, I frankly avow that, though 
1 sincerely say, that it would 
be with pain that | should see 


the necessity arise for passing 
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laws touching ths property;;dent enough to me. 


1 frankly avow, that I thmk it 
would be very difficult for tire 


nation to be extricated from ils [read y to listen to proposals for 


embarrassmetts withoat some- 
thing being done with regard 
to a part, atleast, of this pro- 
perty. Viewing things in this 
light, and knowing very well 
that the Clergy view them in 
ihe same light, I feel jess of- 
fended than the greater part of 
the Reformers do at the inces- 
sant and vigorous hostility which 
we experience from the Clergy 
of the Church. They are bat 
men, and all men like to keep 
what they have got. They 
would, I dare sey, give up a 
part; but they are not sure 
how far a reformed Parliament 
look upon 
their all as at stake; and, there- 


might go. They 
fore, we cannot so much blame 
them for endeavouring to pre- 
vert a change which they well 
know nortst be injurious to them, 
m a greater or less degree, and 
which might, by possibility, be 
totally ruinous. 

Here are ‘reasons, I take it, 
more than sufficient for the hos- 


tility to Reform on the part of 
the Clergy of the Church. And, 
the reasons for the hostility of 
your CONCLAVE, thongh not 
quite so manifest, are still evr- 
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They find 
themselves rery well off; and 
imeu that are well of are never 


a change of ary kind. This is 
an observation which applies te 
all men m every rank aid state 
im society. Yow easily rouse u 
fellow from a beuch or a settle = 
bat tre takes timre to rub his eyes 
before he tumbles from a feather 
bed. 

The CONCLAVE have ro 
tythes, no ghebes, to lose; but 
many of therm have comfortable 
houses, competent salaries, and 
have their sons at school at your 
expence, and those sous are 
coming on to take thei? chance 
im the race for office, honours, 
amd emotements. You will ob- 
serve another thre ; and that 
is, that the same cause, which is 
at work to rnin the farmer and 
tradesman, and to starve the fa- 
bourer by depriving him of em- 
ployment, is at work in favour 
of your Priests. For, mark welt, 
that the low prices produce a 
clear gain. to them. ‘Phey stiff 
receive the pennies, as they did 
five years ago, though every 
penny now will bny twice as 
nuch of food or raiment as two 
So that 
your toss is their gain; that 


pennies would then. 





which causes you to suffer causes 
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them additional pleasure ; that 
which makes you gaunt gives 
rotundity to their corporations. 
The Clergy of the Church are, 
in fact, only a particular de- 
scription of farmers and land- 
lords, They therefore share 
in the, fate of farmers and 
landlords. They partake in a 
certain degree of the distresses 
of the country ; but your Priests 
are lucky fellows, indeed: they, 
like the fundholders, and others 
who derive their income from 
taxes, still receive the same 
sum, though in fact it be nearly 
orquite double in value. To act 
fairly they must now reduce the 
pennies to half pennies; but, 
you. will wait very long, I be- 
lieve, before they will appear to 
understand this very plain prin- 
ciple of political economy. 

No: they are very well, and, 
therefore, they can see no ne- 
cessity for a change. Besides 
this, however, they can see other 
reasons for disliking a Reform of 
the Parliament. They have ob- 
tained by degrees legal posses- 
sion of houses and chapels. To 
what extent they are a corpo- 
rate body | cannot tell; but it 
is. sufficient that, the present 
laws give them power over pro- 
perty to a certain extent, and 
place funds legally in their 











have great weight with 
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hands. A reformed Parliament , 
might see no yery good reason 
for this; and I must confess 
that I should be for leaving them 
in their capacity as CONCLAVE, 
wholly unnoticed by the law. 
One establishment ; one religi- 
ous establishment, would])be quite 
enough for me ; for the moment 
I gave countenance to two | 
must necessarily be guilty of 
countenancing error in the one 
or in the other. 

The CONCLAVE is not less 
sharp-sighted than the rest of 
mankind. Its members can see 
that the funding 
not immortal ; 
their little savings consist 
doubtless of that description 
of thing called Stock. They 
may very well be apprehensive, 
that a reformed Parliament 
would not attempt to compel 
the nation to pay the full in- 
terest of that stock in, cash, 
Their alarms here are foolish, 
because this can be done by no 
power on earth ; but the foolish- 
ness of the alarm is no proof of 
it’s non-existence, 

All these reasons together 
the 
CONCLAVE, who certainly 
would have no objection to see 
the Church reformed again ; 
and I much question whether it 


system is 


and some. of 
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would be absolutely necessary 


to. put them in irons and carry 
them by force, to compel them 
to take possession of the Don- 
atives, Perpetual Curacies, Vi- 
carages, Chapelries, Rectories, 
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his own servants. He would 


probably have told him, thet it 


was a vile book, that the author 


was a most seditious and rebel- 
lious dog, and that he ought to 
fling the book into the fire ; but 


Prebendaries, Arch-Deaconries, | a Church Parson would not have . 
Deanries, Bishopricks, and Arch- ; condemned tie reader to Hell a 
Bishopricks. per if he had, the reader would 
they might be prevailed upon | have given him a sharp reproof, 


to enter. upon these; and even|and would have set him at de- 


I dare say that 


to receive the tithes, dues and 
rents appertaining to them. A 
Reform of the Church, if that 
could take place in this sort of 
way, might suit well 
enough; but a Reform in the 
body of law makers might give 


them 


rise to certain alterations that 
would be, very inconvenient to 
the CONCLAVE. What they 
most dread is, freedom of dis- 
cussion... This is the great 
dread of every man situated as 
your Priests are. 
of discussion could not be other- 
wise than injurious to them; 


and this they wellknow. Lknow 


a, Methodist Priest, who told a | 
man that he would be damned | 


if he read Cobbett’s Register. 
This is an. absolute fact; and it 
shews how your Priests dread 
examination and.enquiry. There 
is no clergyman of the Church 
who would have had the inde- 


cency to say this, even to one of! 


This freedom | 





fiance. 

Such are the reasons; such, 
are the real reasons of your 
Priests for their hostility to a 
Reform of the Parliament; and 
these reasons being summed up 
together, amount to neither 
more nor less, than, a horrid 
dread of losing the pennies. 
This is the sum total of the cause 
of their hostility. They court 
the Government in all manner 
of ways. ‘They swallow up so 
much of loyalty, that the wonder 
is that there’ is any left for any 
body else. They wish to have 
the Government at their back ; 
and if you were to back-slide,' 
in any considerable numbers, | 
should not at all wonder, if they 
were to fall upon some scheme 
for applying to the Government 
to compel you to come down 
with your pennies. {t is very 
true that many of the clergy of 
the Church have acted a strange 
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part with regard to her Majesty 
the Queen : but. afterall, they 
have been exceeded in this re- 
spect by your priesthood ; and 
how, let me ask you, are we to 
account for such conduct, ex- 
cept from some or all of the 
motives above described? You 
have felt upon this occasion like 
the rest of the people. Indeed, 
it required nothing more than 
the dictates of human nature to 
make you feel for lier Majesty. 
But your Priests saw the cause 
of the Queen uniting itself with 
the cause of Reform, and hence 
that conduct in them which has 
given offence to every just per- 
son in the kingdom. 

I have frequently observed 
that any Government must gain 
strength from the people being 
divided imto different religious 
sects; because in that case cach 
sect, by constantly aiming at 
some fresh indulgence or pro- 
tection from the Government, 
becomes thereby much more de- 
pendent upon the Government 
than the established Church it- 
self, which stands upon settled 
Jaw, and which has therefore 
nothing to ask and nothing to 


lose. Whena sect which exists 


by toleration has any thing to 


ask, it must come in a very hum- 
ble tone, and with an exalted 
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character as to politics. Hence 
the dependence and the sab- 
missiveness of the priesthood of 
tolerated sects. But the grand 
motive to this submissiveness 
still is the money, the pennies 
are the moving principle. Take 
them away and you will see 
your Priests independent men 
and zealous Reformers. 

My advice to you, therefore, 
is, fo pay no more pennies. H 
your Priests be sincere in their 
professions, they will not be 
less zealous without the pennies 
than withthem. They will be 
as desirous to save your soufs 
then as they are now; ard if 
they be not sincere, if is much 
better that they keep - their 
preaching and praying to them- 
selves. It never can be the 
will of God that your children 
should pinch, while you give 
your money to feed a Priest: 
and especially when there is 
scarcely a mile in the kingdom 
within winch there is not a 
Priest and a church, neither of 
which cost you a farthing. If 
you have tried this Priest by the 
Bible, and found him wantinr, 
let that same Bible be yonr 
guide : and do not bestow your 
money on another Priest, to 
teach you as to matters which 


you so perfectly understand. If 
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any amongst you choose to as-! Sheriff, made an application ‘to 
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semble yourselves together: to | his Grace the Duke of Port- 
commune with one another, to Lann, as Lord Lientenant of the - 
hear each other preach, or to lis- | County ; and it is with great 
ten to the prayers of each other ; pleasure that I perceive and an- 
all this may be very proper :} pounce, that the Duke has au- 
but let no money pass upon the | thorized the Meeting, and ap- 


occasion; let not the money | 
changers come amongst you. 
Do any think that you choose 
to further the cause of your re- 
ligion, except paying of your 
money. My last words to you 
are, stick Ww yourreligion; keep 
firmly to that; and keep as 
firmly to the pennies. 


Wa. COBBETT. 


MIDDLESEX MEETING. 


The Reader will recellect, that | 
1, some time ago, noticed an ap- 
plication whieh Major Cart- 
WRIGHT and others had made 
to Mr. WaAIrHMAN, to call a 
county meeting for the purpose 





of discussing a petition on the | 
subject of Parliamentary Re- 
form. . Mr. WAITHMAN refused 
to call that_ meeting, for the 
reasons which were stated in 
the article to which I refer ; and 
which reasons, as the reader 
may recollect, i described as | 


pointed the time for its taking 
place: and it is to take place, 
accordingly, on the 16th inst. 
Thus, we see the difference be- 
tween a Ministerial Duke and 
a Whig Haberdashcr. There is 
an old French proverb, which 
says that itis better for a city to 
perish than to find itself under 
circumstances which the. harsh- 
ness of the old French language 
forbids me to describe by tran- 
slating. Certain itis, that ifwe 
be to be made to submit, it is 
much better, less galling, more 
bearable, to submit to the noble 
than to the ignoble. I should 
very much like to have an op- 


‘portunity of contrasting the 


Duke's letter to Major Carr- 
WRIGHT with the letter written 
to the Major by the Haberdasher. 

But, if | am rightly informed, 
there is another fact, connected 
with this meeting, with which 
it is very right that the public 
should be made acquainted. [ 





being extremely unsatisfactory 


have heard, that Major Carrt- 


The Requisitionists, in couse-| wriGHT applied toa Whig Duke 


quence of this refusal of the! 


to sign the requisition for this 
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meeting; and now, mark read- 
er; the Whig Duke! refused to 
sign \it;, and why? | Because 
Mr, WAITHMAN had refused to 
call the. Meeting, and because 
he, Mr. WarsHMAN, was, in this 
Duke’s opinion, @ very good 
Reformer ! 

After this, is there any one 
stupid enough to . believe that 
the Whigs mean to give usa 
Reform of the Parliament? And 
is there) any one unpfincipled 
enough to pretend, that it 
would be for the benifit of the 
nation, to. put out the Ministers 
and to put the Whigs in their 
places? jis there any one so 
stupid as to believe that Mr. 
WaITHMAN wants a Reform of 
the Parliament? If there be, let 
such, man enjoy his dreams; 
but let him keep his folly to 
himself, lest he be despised by 
every man of common sense. 

We are to view the Whigs, 
at;present, as persons wishing 
to get into power; and if such 
be their conduct now, what 
would it be, were they in po- 
session of that power? There 
is no fear of their succeed- 
ing. They will find, in the Par- 
liament, as stout an Opposition 
as they left there; that is to 
say, they will find themselves 
overwhelmed by a majority of 
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three to one. The Ministers 
look at public opinion. . It:was 
pablic opinion, which, as they 
acknowledge very fairly, in- 
duced them to give up the’ 
Bill against the Queen. 1 trust 
that that’ same public opinion 
will induce them to place her 
Majesty in possession of all her 
rights and dignities; to put an 
end to this unnatural turmoil; 
this conflict of Addresses and Pe- 
titions, and leave them time to’ 
hear Mr. Ricarpo, and’ other 
profound gentlemen, upon the 
means of relieving the distressés 
of the country. But, as to the 
Whigs, the Ministers will find 


no public opinion for putting 
them into place, unless they 
will previously pledge them- 
selves to do something’ more to- 
wards Reforming the Parlia- 
ment than the obtaining of the 
pardon of Sir ManAssew Lo- 


pez. They will find no public 
opinion for putting the Whigs 
into power, unless those Whigs 
will pledge themselves to that 
sort of Reform which the people 
want, and rather than yield to 
which, those Whigs would, in 
my opinion, see the country re- 
duced’ to the last extremity of 
ruin. 1 expect no Reform un- 
tibit be clearly seen, and openly 
acknowledged, as a notorious 





129 


fact, that it is impossible to re-| 
trieve the money affairs of the | 
country. 1 expect that this fact | 
will become notorious, and fully | 
acknowledged by every one be-. 
fore the first of June next. Bat, | 
in any case, I should expect a 
Reform from the present men in! 
* power more than I should expect: 
itfrom the Whigs. These latter | 
appear to me to be totally un-| 
tractable in this respect. "I here | 
is @ perverseness in their con-| 
duct, and a bitterness and ma- 
lignity in their language to- 
wards the Reformers, ‘that I 
really never have observed on 
the other side. ‘They always, 
talk as if they thought them-! 
selves something more ancient ; 
more venerable ; more com- 
pletely encrusted over with an- 
tiquity, and more replete with 
high blood, than their oppo- 
nents. Now, really, | can see 
no ground for these pretensions, 
not even in the persons of Mr. 
TreRney, Sir J. MACKINTOSH, | 
Mr. ScaRLeTT, or 
twins of the “ well-foughten 
field,” Messrs. BrovucitaM and 
DenmAn. Doubtless these are 
all very chivalrous gentlemen ; 
but not much of antiquity, or 
high blood about them. If I 
were to look a little further; if 
{ were to take a peep elsewhere, 
I should not find much better 
evidence in favour of the pre- 
tensions of these Whigs; and 
yet they would have us believe 
that, in them we behold all that 
is great and all that is high in 
the country. 

But, of all the objections that 
I have to the Whigs, I know 
none so great as the danger 
I should apprehend from the 
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| eperiation of that set of toad- 
eaters, the” EpinsurcH “Re- 
VIEWERS, who most assuredly 
| would begin to swarm in'Wiite - 
hall the moment thé’ charge 
was made, ‘as’ flies and ‘wasps 
swarm about'a ‘honéy-pot’ 
Long Istand, ‘in the morith’ of 
“Angust. Once ’ ‘heré,” never 
should we sce the backs of them. 
|_MacserH calls out for a dttie to 
scour the English out of Scot- 


lland: but what drag would be 


sufficient to scotir these Scotch- 
men out of Whitehall, if Ufibe 
they got into it! Besides ‘be 

the keenest and most gr y 
feeders, they have a Stomach 
that nothing will satiate ; ‘while 


‘their stock of itnpudericd is 


equalled by nothing’ but their 
lack of brains. Most men, who 
write for any length of ‘tile, 
are sometimes right, as you sel- 
dom meet with a gamestef so. 
stupid as always to lose; but 
these men have been writing 
for twenty long years, and’}as 
to political mattérs of moment, 
have always been wrod. ‘Tt is 
a conceited, arrogant andj Tlo- 
rant set of mén : ‘and ‘these 
men have ‘been the grand 
oracle of the Whigs’ for,‘ at 
least, seventeen years. They 
have been constantly writing 
upon this great question of ‘pa- 
per money, for instance : in ‘the 
whole, they have published a 
couple of large volumes on the 
subject ; ‘afd. if every otie of 
their principles and their pre- 
dictions has not been falsified 
by events, I will suffer the sen- 


tence of ignorance to be passed. 
upon me, and will be content 


to pass for an arrant fool for 
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the rest of my life. Look at all 
their trash about the Bullion 
Report, about the return to 
_ cash payments ; look at all their 
_deep and dark nonsense; all 
their wild conceits; all their 
jabber about exchanges and 
prices of the precious metals ; 
look at their silly stuff about the 
talents, the wisdom and. the 
_prefoundness of Mr. Horner: 
look at all this, and then, ima- 
gine, if you, can, a curse greater 
to a nation than that of having 
it’s affuirs placed in such hands. 
These men, if we were once at 
their mercy, would put us into 
_ their crucibles ; they would dis- 
til us; not content with our 
skins and our carcasses, and the 
_ marrow of our bones, they would 
Rumfordize us, and turn our 
yery bones into aliment, for 
themselves and their invume- 
rable followers. 1 hope I am 
_ not guilty of impiety ; but do, 
on my very knees, implore his 
Majesty to save us from this 
dreadful scourge. 1 should not 
wonder, if they had already 
their scouts in London, survey- 
ing the land of promise ; but 1 
hope that they will soon see 
reason to return and tell their 
commanders, that we Southern 
people are not as yet doomed to 
be devoured alive. 





BERKSHIRE MEETING. 


Nothing particularly interest- 
ing took place at this meeting, 
except two observations from 


my Lord FoLKEstTone, and 
these were really of great im- 
portance, considering from 
whom they came. His Lordship 


BERKSHIRE MEETING. 


_ 
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is reported to have said, “ that 
“ it was desirable for us to re- 
“ turn to cash payments with- 
‘out a reduction of the gold 
“ standard.’’ This observation 
was made, as far as [can gather 
from the report, in the way of 
showing the remissness of the 
Ministers, in not haying adopt- 
ed a measure to effect so desira- 
ble an object. Now, in the first 
place, the Ministers have adopt- 
ed a measure with this view ; 
and, if I mistake not, his Lord- 
ship voted for that measure, 
For, what other than this, is the 
Bill of Mr. Peet. It provides 
(in words, at least,) for a return 
to cash payments without any 
reduction of the gold standard. 

But, in the next place, can 
his Lordship point out any means 
of effecting this desirable thing 
I do not say that it is his duty ‘to 
do it; because, he is not a 
Minister, and has, therefore, 
not undertaken to conduct the 
affairs of the conntry. But, 
there is something further here, 
and that is, would the thing be 
just, if it were possible. His 
Lordship must know that it 
would not be just; he must 
know that it would produce a 
mass of human misery enough 
to kill an unsuffering beholder 
to witness; and, therefore, in 
my opinion, such a thing should 
not be held out as being de- 
sirable. 

On the other observation of 
his lordship, I gladly bestow 
my unqualified approbation. It 
was this: that “1T’ WAS USE- 
“ LESS tO CHANGE THE 
‘“ MINISTRY, WITHOUT A 
“ REFORM OF THE PAR- 





«“ LIAMENT.” These words 
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ought to be written in letters of 
gold. Many years have I been 
wishing to hear such words 
from the lips of Lord FOLKE- 
STONE. 1 hope Gop and bis 
Lordship will forgive me for the 
wish, but | really wish he were 
a WHIG; for then | should 
have some hope that the rest of 
that party entertained senti- 
ments similar to those of his 
Merdship. However, we have 
this from a nobleman who may 
be suppesed to have had a 
pretty ardent attachment to 
those things called Rotten Bo- 
roughs. Letus hope that this is 
a beginning of a change for the 
better. Let us hope that such! 
men begin, at last, to perceive 
that their own safety depends 
upon that Reform, for which the 
people have so long been pray- 
ing, and for which praying, so 
many of them have been 
puntshed. 








PLACARD CONSPIRACY. 


In the list of witnesses, pub- 
lished, in tbe newspapers, as 
havifig appeared to the indict- 
ment against FRANKLIN and 
Mr. O° BrxeEN, there is the name 
of AxtTHuR Seate. It 1s curi- 
ous enough that the same name 
should occur amongst those of 
the witnesses against Doctor 
Warson -and Mr. ‘TristLe- 
woop, en their trial for high 
treason, in 1817. This latter 
ARTHUR SEALE was a pninter, 
and printed some bills for Cas- 
TLEs, some of which he gave to 
Doctor WaTson; and he ap- 
peared with CasTLEs, as a wit- 
ness against the Doctor! 

We hear but litte now abort 


Jancary 13, 182]. 





this Placard Conspiracy; and 
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my hepe is that we shall hear no 
more of it; for, if that prosecu- 
tion were to succeed, every 
writer must be placed in a state 
of jeopardy too perilous for any 
man to think of exposing him- 
self to, unless from mere neces- 
sity. ‘To punish a man for in- 
tending lo cause it to be believed 
that another man is hostile to 
his Majesty's person and go- 
vernment, is the most monstrous 
thing that I believe was ever 
yet thought of by a prosecutor. 

I would have the reader bear 
in mind that this is a -prose- 
cution begun by Reformers, 
aud supported by publi¢ ‘sub- 
scription! Thus, we lay down 
the rule, by which we ourselves 
are to be govetned and dealt 
with; and, I again say, that if 
this prosecution be persevered 
in, and succeed,a blow will be 
given to the press and to pub- 
lic liberty, such as no Minister 
and no Attorney-General ever 
attempted to give. 





WARBOROUGH ADDRESS. 


TO THE EDITOR. 


The following Address, said 
to have been. most admirably 
written hy Miss Maria L. N. 
Tubb, a young lady nine years 
of age, only, waspresented to her 
Majesty, on the 18th ultimo, by 
Mr. Benjamin Tubb, as a deputa- 
tion from the Parish of War- 
borough. 


“To her most gracious Ma- 
jesty Caroline, Queen Consort 
of Engiand. 

“ Kay it please your Majesty, 

“ We -your Majesty’s dutiful 
and loyal subjects, the Inhabi- 
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tants of the parish of Warbo- 
rough ‘and of Sinilingford, in 
the county of Oxford, beg leave 
most affectionately to congratt- 
late ‘your Majesty on the gilori- 
ous ‘demolition of ‘that conspi- 
racy which so recently menaced 
your Majesty’s destruction. 

From the watks' in life to 
which ‘our humble avocations 
necessarily lead, we find our- 
selves deficient in language to 
do ‘justice to our feelings of in- 
dignation at the malignity of 
your merciless perseeutors, and 
at} the fprofligacy of your Ma- 
jesty’s prostituted calumniators. 

We, nevertheless, ‘concur in 
sentiment with the great body 
of the people, who have preced- 
ed us, on this Occasion, with 
their addresses of congratulation 
to your Majesty. 

We participate also in the ge- 
néral joy that pervades the na- 


tion; on the determination of | 
your Majesty to make this coun- | 


try your place of residence. 
May that  resolutfon be the 
presage of future glory to 
your, Majesty, and of happi- 


ness and prosperity to your in-| 


suited and oppressed people. 


THE ANSWER. 


I gratefully accept this loyal 
and affectionate address from 


WarBorouGH ADDRESs. 
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| Warborough and of Shilling- 
| ford, in the county of Oxford. 

I rejoice that I have been an 

| humble instrument in the hands 
| of Providence in raising the tone 
lof generous sentiment /in ‘this 
country, and of diffusing a spirit 
\ofindependence and of liberty 
\through the great mass .of the 
' population. 
|. fhe discussion which my 
| wrongs have occasioned, has not 
(been regarded with apathy ‘or 
mdifference by the people, as if 
it were the petty dissension of 
some angry sett, or the con- 
temptible brawl of facetious poli- 
ticians. The people. entered 
with ardent zeal into. the dis- 
eussion relative to the Queen, 
because they knew it to be. vi- 
tally interesting to their own 
personal welfare, as. far as that 
welfare is connected with the 
principles of justice and of li- 
berty. 

These principles have | tri- 
_umphed. over the force, the ma- 
' chiuations, and the treachery of 
, such a gigantic conspiracy, as 
threatened at once lo destroy 
the rights of the Queen, and the 
freedom of the nation. ~ 
| The joy which I feel on this 
occasion is felt by the people ; 
| and whenever the popular trans- 
| port is connected with the tri- 
,umph of popular rights, it will 
| always experieuce my appreba- 





the inhabitants of the parish of | tion, and excite my sympathy. 





TO THE READER. 


The next Register will contain a Letter, addressed to her 
Majesty, most respectfully submitting to her Majesty a statement 
of the dangers to be apprehended from a reliance on the Whigs. 


—— ee - 
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